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PREHISTORY

The duration of the period before the invention of writing

If the 2.5 million years or so that have elapsed since the appearance of Homo habilis were
represented by a line of a total length of 5 kilometers, each year would count as less than
2 millimeters. The period before writing would represent 4,990 meters, whereas the
whole of the so—called ‘historical’ periods (those for which we possess written sources)
would be reduced to the last 10 meters. The beginning of the Christian era would be
indicated 4 meters from the terminal point and the discovery of America by Columbus
only 1 meter from the same terminal point.

The total duration of the existence of humankind might also be compared to a 24-hour
day, Homo habilis first appearing when the day was only 1 second old and each century
corresponding to 3.456 seconds. The invention of writing and the beginnings of the first
states would then be situated less than 3 minutes before midnight and Columbus’s first
voyage to America just over 17 seconds before the end of the day.

‘Prehistory’: an erroneous but well-established term

This enormously long period before the invention of writing is commonly referred to as
‘prehistory’. Widespread as it is in practically all languages, this term is basically
erroneous. Strictly speaking, it rejects as history about 99.8 per cent of the total existence
of humanity and reduces ‘history proper’ (that based on written sources) to 0.2 per cent of
that existence. Moreover, the term is resented as pejorative by the populations who
adopted writing only quite recently and who think, with good reason, that their own past
IS as much ‘historical’ as that of populations which became literate much earlier.

This ‘prehistoric’ period witnessed the birth, childhood and adolescence of humankind. It
takes us from anthro-pogenesis right up to the invention of writing, the birth of the first
towns, the first states, the rise of the class society which was for millennia to be a feature
of the period of ‘history proper’. It witnessed the slow elaboration of the basic
characteristics of human civilization, and without a knowledge of which most of the
outstanding features of contemporary cultures would remain incomprehensible.

The term ‘prehistory’ was coined in the nineteenth century, originally to indicate the
period during which humans were the contemporaries of animals now extinct, the
remains of which were found by geologists and palaeontologists in very old geological
deposits. This indicated that humans had appeared much earlier than the six millennia
granted them up to that time by the Biblical chronology. The adjective ‘antediluvian’
(‘before the Deluge’) was used for a short time to designate the same period. On the other
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hand, the meaning of ‘prehistory’ was extended to all periods before the knowledge of
writing, thus including the remains of much more recent periods. Many of the latter had
for a long time attracted the attention of ‘antiquaries’, sometimes even from a historical
viewpoint (see further). Historians, however, showed no interest in those periods for
which written sources were lacking, and indeed for a very long-time prehistorians and
historians had little or no contact. Times have changed, however, and since the period
between the two world wars, these contacts have become gradually more frequent, as a
consequence of the evolution of both disciplines: on the one hand, great strides have been
made in the study of prehistoric times, and on the other hand, the concept of history itself
has changed radically since the Ecole des Annales. According to L. Fébvre, history in the
fullest sense is concerned with ‘everything which, belonging to man, depends on man,
serves man, expresses man, indicates the presence, activity, tastes and manners of man’.
Now, when Fébvre wrote these lines, the goals of history in this broad sense had already
been pursued for many years by the best of the prehistorians. This parallel trend
obviously facilitated the integration of the study of so-called prehistoric periods into the
general framework of the history of humankind.

S0, the term ‘prehistory’ is inadequate. One could perhaps think to replace it by
‘protohistory’ (i.e. the very first history), but this term is already well established in
current usage to indicate, in the history of a people or of a region, the period during
which the people or the region’s inhabitants were still illiterate but during which they
were written about in the texts of neighbouring peoples who were more advanced and
already literate (e.g. the Celtic tribes, still illiterate but mentioned by Greek and Latin
historians). Sometimes the term ‘protohistoric’ is also used for populations who used
writing but whose language is still not understood (e.g. the Etruscans). However this may
be, the terms ‘prehistory’ and ‘protohistory’ are so deeply rooted that they have become
practically ineradicable and any attempt to replace them would be unrealistic'.

" United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). History of Humanity.
Vol. 1. Prehistory and the beginnings of civilization, edited by S. J. de Laet et al. Routledge Reference.
London: Routledge; Paris: UNESCO, 1996.

BA Call Number: 909 H67357 1996 (F1)
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Prehistory of the Near East
Printed Books

Boivin, Nicole, and Michael D. Frachetti, eds. Globalization in Prehistory: Contact,
Exchange, and the ""People Without History™. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, [2018].

BA Call Number: 306.3 G5626 (B2)

Clark, Reg. Securing Eternity: Ancient Egyptian Tomb Protection from Prehistory
to the Pyramids. Cairo: The American University in Cairo Press, 2019.
BA Call Number: 932 C5921s (F1)

Cole, Sonia Mary. The Prehistory of East Africa. Pelican Books A316.
[Harmondsworth, UK]: Penguin Books, 1954.
BA Call Number: 960.1 C6891 (B3 -- Closed Stacks)

Contributions to the Prehistory of Nubia. Assembled by Fred Wendorf. Fort Burgwin
Research Center 4. Fort Burgwin: Fort Burgwin Research Center, 1965.
BA Call Number: KIT 1305940 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- KIT Collection)

Daniel, Glyn. The Idea of Prehistory. Pelican Books A650. Harmondsworth, UK:
Penguin Books, 1962.
BA Call Number: 930.1 D1841i (F1)

Davies, W. V. ed. Egypt and Africa: Nubia from Prehistory to Islam. London: British
Museum Press; The Egypt Exploration Society, 1991.
BA Call Number: 939.78 E32 (B2 -- Special Collection)

Fagan, Brian M. People of the Earth: An Introduction to World Prehistory. 7" ed.
New York: HarperCollins, 1992.
BA Call Number: 930 F151 1992 (F1)

Fage, J. D., and R. A. Oliver, eds. Papers in African Prehistory. London: Cambridge
University Press, 1970.
BA Call Number: KIT 1375923 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- KIT Collection)
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Gamble, Clive. Timewalkers: The Prehistory of Global Colonization. Cambridge,
MA: Harvard University Press, 1993.
BA Call Number: 930.1 G1914 (F1)

Glover, lan, and Peter S. Bellwood. Southeast Asia: from Prehistory to History.
London: RoutledgeCurzon, 2004.
BA Call Number: KIT 1348707 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- KIT Collection)

Guilaine, Jean, ed. Prehistory: The World of Early Man. Translated by Stephen
Bunson. New York: Facts On File, 1991.
BA Call Number: 930.1 P9238 (F1)

Hoskin, Michael A. Tombs, Temples and their Orientations: A New Perspective on
Mediterranean Prehistory. Bognor Regis: Ocarina, 2001.
BA Call Number: 936.601 H8261 (F1)

Huzayyin, Suliman Ahmad. The Place of Egypt in Prehistory: A Correlated Study of
Climates and Cultures in the Old World. Foreword by H. J. Fleure. Mémoires
présentés a I'Institut d'Egypte 43. Cairo: Impr. de I'Institut francais d'archéologie
orientale, 1941.

BA Call Number: 932.01 H989 (F1)

Images of Prehistory. Texts by Peter J. Fowler. Photographs by Mick Sharp.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1990.
BA Call Number: 936.100222 F7851 (F1)

Johnstone, Paul. The Sea-Craft of Prehistory. 2" ed. Foreword by Sean McGrail.
London: Routledge, 1988.
BA Call Number: 623.821 J736 1988 (B1)

Krzyzaniak, Lech, Karla Kroeper and Michat Kobusiewicz, eds. Cultural Markers in
the Later Prehistory of Northeastern Africa and Recent Research. Poznan: Poznan
Archaeological Museum, 2003.

BA Call Number: 939.7 C9683 (F1)
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Krzyzaniak, Lech, Karla Kroeper and Michat Kobusiewicz, eds. Interregional Contacts
in the Later Prehistory of Northeastern Africa. Studies in African Archaeology 5.
Poznan: Poznan Archaeological Museum, 1996.

BA Call Number: 960.1 161933 (F1)

Leaky, L. S. B, ed. Proceedings of the Pan-African Congress on Prehistory, 1947.
Assembled by Sonia Cole. Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1952,
BA Call Number: KIT 1275124 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- KIT Collection)

Megarry, Tim. Society in Prehistory: The Origins of Human Culture. London:
Macmillan Press, 1995.
BA Call Number: 304.5 M496 (B2)

Morgan, Jacques Jean Marie de. Prehistoric Man: A General Outline of Prehistory.
The History of Civilization. London: K. Paul, Trench, Trubner, 1924.
BA Call Number: 569.9 M8471 (B2 -- Special Collection)

Nayeem, M. A. Qatar: Prehistory and Prohistory from the Most Ancient Times (Ca.
1,000,000 to end of B.C. era). Prehistory and protohistory of the Arabian Peninsula 5.
Hyderabad: Hyderabad, 1998.

BA Call Number: 953.63 N331 (F1)

Pfeiffer, John E. The Emergence of Society: A Pre-History of the Establishment. New
York: McGraw-Hill, 1977.
BA Call Number: 303.409 P526 (B2)

Phillipson, D. W. The Later Prehistory of Eastern and Southern Africa. London:
Heinemann, 1977.
BA Call Number: 967 P564 (F1)

Schild, Romuald, and Fred Wendorf. The Prehistory of Dakhla Oasis and Adjacent
Desert. Wroctaw: Zaktad Narodowy im. Ossolinskich, 1977.
BA Call Number: 932 S3341 (F1)

230314 Bibliotheca Alexandrina Compiled by Ashraf Amer, Eman Waheed,
Shereen Ramadan, and Yousra Shaker
6



g

BIBLIOTHECA ALEXANDRINA

iy ymidoa Yl 32

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). History of
Humanity. Vol. 2. From the Third Millennium to the Seventh Century B.C., edited
by A. H. Dani and J. P. Mohen. Routledge Reference. London: Routledge; Paris:
UNESCO, 1996.

BA Call Number: 909 H67357 1996 (F1)

Wendorf, Fred, and Romuald Schild. Prehistory of the Eastern Sahara. Studies in
Archaeology. New York: Academic Press, 1980.
BA Call Number: 932 W472 (F1)

Wenke, Robert J. Patterns in Prehistory: Humankind's First Three Million Years. 3™
ed. New York: Oxford University Press, 1990.
BA Call Number: 930.1 W475 1990 (F1)

Wendrof, Fred, and Romuald Schild, eds. Prehistory of the Nile Valley. Studies in
Archeology. New York: Academic Press, 1976.
BA Call Number: 556.2 P9239 (Bl)

Antoine, Auger, and Casali Dimitri. La préhistoire. lllustrated by Robert Barborini and
Henri Fellner. L'Encyclopédie Larousse 6/9 ans 12. Paris : Larousse, 2003.
BA Call Number: BnF 851220 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Aumassip, Ginette. Le Bas-Sahara dans la préhistoire. Foreword by Gabriel Camps.
Etudes d'Antiquités africaines. Paris : Editions du Centre national de la recherche
scientifique, 1986.

BA Call Number: 965.501 A925 (B3 -- Closed Stacks)

Balout, Lionel. Préhistoire de I'Afrique du Nord: Essai de chronologie. Paris : Arts et
Métiers Graphiques, 1955.
BA Call Number: 930.12 B195 (B2 -- Special Collection)

Benhaim, André, and Michel Lantelme, eds. Ecrivains de la Préhistoire. Cribles.
Toulouse : Presses Universitaires du Mirail, 2004.
BA Call Number: BnF 733383 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Bergounioux, F. M. La préhistoire et ses problémes. Preface by Jean Piveteau. Les
Temps et les destins. Paris : Librairie Arthéme Fayard, [1958].
BA Call Number: 569.9 B4995 (B1)
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Braudel, Fernand. Les mémoires de la Méditerranée : Préhistoire et antiquité. Edited
by Roselyne de Ayala and Paule Braudel. Preface by Jean Guilaine et Pierre Rouillard.
Paris : France Loisirs, 1998.

BA Call Number: 930.09822 B8251 (F1)

Chandler, Fiona, Sam Taplin and Jane Bingham. Le monde de la Préhistoire. Translated
by Claire Lefebvre. Illustrated by lan Jackson et al. Londres : Usbhorne; [Ivry-sur-Seine]:
diff. Vivendi universal, 2001.

BA Call Number: BnF 793091 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Cohat, Yves. La Préhistoire: La vie quotidienne de nos ancétres lointains. Texte by
Yves Cohat and Louis-René Nougier. La vie privée des hommes 4. [Paris] : Hachette
jeunesse, 2002.

BA Call Number: BnF 916376 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Cohen, Claudine. L'homme des origines: Savoirs et fictions en préhistoire. Science
ouverte 1999. Paris : Ed. Du Seuil, 1999.
BA Call Number: BnF 376565 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Congres national des sociétés historiques et scientifiques. Territoires, déplacements,
mobilité, échanges durant la Préhistoire : terres et hommes du Sud : Actes du 126e
Congreés national des sociétés historiques et scientifiques, Toulouse, 9-14 avril 2001.
Paris : Ed. Du Comité des travaux historiques et scientifiques, 2005.

BA Call Number: BnF 338735 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Delluc, Brigitte, and Gilles Delluc. La vie des hommes de la préhistoire. Histoire.
Rennes : Ouest-France, 2003.
BA Call Number: BnF 740571 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Dictionnaire de la préhistoire. Encyclopaedia Universalis. Paris : Encyclopaedia
Universalis; Albin Michel,1999.
BA Call Number: 930.03 D5547 1999 (B4 -- References)

Furon, Raymond. Manuel de préhistoire générale : Geologie et biogeographie,
évolution de I'humanité, archéologie préhistorique, les métaux et la protohistoire.
4e éd, rev. Bibliotheque scientifique. Paris : Payot, 1958.

BA Call Number: 569.9 F989 1958 (B3 -- Closed Stacks)
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Hawkes, Jacquetta. La Préhistoire et I'antiquité. Paris : Bordas, 1981.
BA Call Number: 930 H3924 (F1)

Histoire de I'humanité. Vol. 1, De la préhistoire aux débuts de la civilisation. [Paris] :
Organisation des Nations unies pour I'éducation, la science et la culture (UNESCO),
2000.

BA Call Number: BnF 252606 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Jullian, Marcel. Le roman de I’homme : La préhistoire. Paris : Albin Michel, 1997.
BA Call Number: 930 J947 (F1)

Kaké, Ibrahima Baba. L'Afrique, berceau de I’humanité : Prehistoire et antiquite.
Francopoche. Histoire générale de I'Afrique. Paris : Présence africaine ; Agence de
coopération culturelle et technique, 1988.

BA Call Number: 960.1 K139 (F1)

Lorblanchet, Michel. Les grottes ornées de la préhistoire : Nouveaux regards. Paris :
Errance, 1995.
BA Call Number: BnF 758666 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Lumley, Henry de. L'homme premier : Préhistoire, évolution, culture. Paris : O.
Jacob, 1998.
BA Call Number: 599.938 L958 (B1)

Musée de préhistoire des gorges du Verdon. L'homme préhistorique et son
environnement : Exposition, Quinson, Musée de Préhistoire des gorges du Verdon,
le 29 avril 2005. Préface de Michel Vauzelle. Quinson : Musée de Préhistoire des gorges
du Verdon, 2005.

BA Call Number: BnF 320564 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Musée départemental de préhistoire. Peintres d'un monde disparu : La préhistoire vue
par les artistes de la fin du XIXe siecle a nos jours : [Exposition], Musée
départemental de préhistoire de Solutré, 22 juin-ler octobre 1990. Solutré” : Musée
départemental de préhistoire de Solutré, 1990.

BA Call Number: BnF 357117 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Palmer, Douglas. La préhistoire révélée: L histoire de la vie sur terre depuis 4
milliards d'années. Translated by Dominique Brochet. Paris : Octopus, 2004.
BA Call Number: BnF 388806 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)
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Philibert, Denise. Préhistoire et archéologie aujourd’hui. Antiquité-Synth¢ses 6. Paris :
Picard, 2000.
BA Call Number: BnF 773345 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Préhistoire de la Mésopotamie: La Mésopotamie préhistorique et I'exploration
récente du Djebel Hamrin: Paris, 17-18-19 décembre 1984. Paris : Editions du Centre
national de la recherche scientifique, 1987.

BA Call Number: 935 161217 (F1)

Righetti, Giampaolo. Préhistoire et antiquité. L'homme et son histoire. Paris : Griind,
1997
BA Call Number: BnF 313978 (B4 -- Closed Stacks -- BnF Collection)

Sauter, Marc Rodolphe, Préhistorie de la Méditerranée: Paléolithique, mésolithique.
Bibliothéque scientifique. Paris : Payot, 1948.
BA Call Number: 551.462 S261 (B3 -- Closed Stacks)

Also available online:
http://dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?PID=DAF-Joh:48407

3005 al Awg s by i udl) dese dea i i) (A Gl 08 Le Jea dgad A el il
YooV daladl
BA Call Number: 939.7 114 (F1)

S 7 by semie QS ol yo _pusie ane enl B i 00 8 L ol 350 iy el et
ARV 4QJJ\JLA]\ ol :Bﬁm\ XY e cb_ﬂ
BA Call Number: 569.9 E645 1981 (Bl)

Lales oY) b sl il gdia, QY (A8 fo i) 0l La ) geae L1 & galan 3 gene A i sl
[T Y i Al e Y aal ally aliadll
BA Call Number: 933.01016 G4279 (B4 -- References)
Also available online:
http://dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?PID=DAF-Job:22286

c(%J‘QA—YQ\QJJJAhQJA‘.\QM) :&Um\dzéhngéggﬂ‘ @SSM Aza $ea»\Au’Jcl:\A c‘;ﬁd]
Naay catsl) S g sl FYCRLAREA R
BA Call Number: 939.49 T3672 (F1)
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BA Call Number: 932 A3651 1989 (F1)

Yo Al Gl s e Fa bl JB L g A gl s (L3
BA Call Number: 709.0112 B2996 2000 (B3 -- Arts & Multimedia Library)

LY+ A il ol 3 aldl] el S8 L jgas B CAN clilyy ol ¢ el
BA Call Number: 700.93 A711 (B3 -- Arts & Multimedia Library)
Also available online:
http://dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?PID=DAF-Job:155491

Y plale e i Ly Caald Gl ¢ phad B o N 8 L 08 Ciladaa o e o ihan (i )0 ¢l
Caaliall 3 o)l il 5 gidll g A8EN ida ) Gudaall s gall Y a4V 4T 00Y 40T Al Gy Ladd (S ladlal)
Yoo i
BA Call Number: 939.49 S1281 2000 (F1)
Also available online:
http://dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?PID=DAF-Job:10826

NAAY (sl rglas ) QLB gl ol il Alale g N S8 Le claina g bl de A saaldll
BA Call Number: 291 M233 (B3)
Also available online:
http://dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?PID=DAF-Job:32534

(0258 1 oS ¢ cpadl I 1o alany <l jliaadl Ay jlidlule 0 o gl 38 Le &l jldas e A ¢gaalall
YY)
BA Call Number: 930 M233 2021 (F1)

Ugal) Llgs ia g il S8 La guas a1 40a0 Uil g 4y Jlaadl ) 0a¥) Juld solen anla daas ¢ ilagaiiall
AY e oAV EYY e ia lially Ll La g g jagd) il il Jgaga Y YOA /2 100 e duland)
Yo lhagdiall anda desa ralaag | VA HU Gl ja Al

BA Call Number: 907.2 M3972 (F1)

)y i ) Ja g S L e (0o bl (a8 9 e )l (8 A e sl p3 20 (5 ualil
O JS (8 il ) Judg Jd Lag Ll 38 e il jliaa jgaas ) ma (d JSY) Y (g (AL Gl
N0 A sl daadas Ay )l Lalig g saay aa

BA Call Number: 930 N138d (F1)
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BA Call Number: 932.011 N138 (F1)
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BA Call Number: 551.609 B9721m (B1)
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BA Call Number: 301 B697 (B2)
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BA Call Number: 726.8093949 J392 (B3 -- Arts & Multimedia Library)

o ) 8 ) A L&) ) o (Aapdll) 4y ) ) guanll) f il 08 e jpas g deal (il
XA alall Jlacy) jhaiglee (G
BA Call Number: 939 D622 2019 (F1)

YT Al J\J :Bﬁm\ GJ\:\S\ d,é La J\.ﬂ t_l\}ﬂ\ e by ol
BA Call Number: 932 R626 (F1)

Yoo daaalall

BA Call Number: 930.12 S1653 (F1)

B G O L B gl ga 8z e el Jlawa Jgia oo T £ gpdia o S oo smiSh
DV AAY AE 5 e gll ol il B ) ) g o [aiisa] L £9 L) 5 oles Addalu
BA Call Number: 930.10283095353 W6861 (F1)
Also available online:
http://dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?PID=DAF-Job:309863

gl :[B‘)MES\] _?Y~ Y c%\ﬂ\,ﬁ‘i\&b&ﬁ\&:@umtdﬁuw ‘.JAOMU&MA (i
Yo ¥ Sl Al Ay pead)
BA Call Number: 956.94 S53127 2003 (F1)

JY Y] el 48 prall s HaiSuy) Al 38 La L gl oSl ) JAsadl saea <l
BA Call Number: 930.12 A122 (F1)
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BA Call Number: 911 G4112 1997 (B4 — Maps -- Cartography Books)
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BA Call Number: 551.79209612 M1199 (B1)
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BA Call Number: 939.43 M9524 (F1)
Also available online:
http://dar.bibalex.org/webpages/mainpage.jsf?PID=DAF-Job:10722
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BA Call Number: 930 M2168 (F1)
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